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Medical Protective Policyowners 
NEVER get letters like this! 
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Any allegation of malpractice against a doctor is serious business. If you are insured by The Medical 
Protective Company, be confident that in any malpractice claim you are an active partner in 
analyzing and preparing your case. We seek your advice and counsel in the beginning, in the 
middle, and at the end of your case. In fact, unless restricted by state law, every individual Medical 
Protective professional liability policy guarantees the doctor's right to consent to any settlement- 
no strings attached! In an era of frivolous suits, changing government attitudes about the 
confidentiality of the National Practitioner's Data Bank and increased scrutiny by credentialing 
committees, shouldn't you have The Medical Protective Company as your professional liability 
insurer? Call your local General Agent for more information about how you can have more control 
in defense of your professional reputation. Also available through select Independent Agents. 


Formerly Gluck Insurance Agency 




professional Protection Exclusively since /<9 99 

800/344-1899 

A+ (Superior) A. M. Best 
AA (Excellent) Standard & Poor's 



Insurance Buyers Service 


4790 Market Street • Youngstown OH 44512 • Phone:330-788-6577 • Toll Free: 800-362-6577 
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The Political Action 
Committee of the Ohio State 
Medical Association 
Needs Your Support! 

You need OMPAC’s active 
political involvement 
to protect your practice 
and patients. 

JOIN NOW! 


Contribution Levels: 

$125.00 Physician Sustainer 
$10.00 Resident/Student 
$200.00 Family Sustainer 
$300.00 “300-Club” 


Make your personal check 
payable to OMPAC 
or 

charge your 
OMPAC membership 
on your personal 
MasterCard or Visa. 

OMPAC 

3401 Mill Run Drive 
Hilliard, Ohio 43026 
(880) 766-6762 
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One Small Step 


This means that only one half of Ohio’s insured 
population will benefit. 

The OSMA is presently working to look for 
other remedies such as a Patient Bill of Rights 
that would cover employer-paid plans that are 
exempt from state law. Locally, Dr. Tom Detesco 
was involved in the OSMA committee on man¬ 
aged care that was instrumental in obtaining this 
legislation. I encourage other physicians to not 
just “sit back” and let others do the work. There 
is more work to be done on the legislative front. 
This is just one small step... 


Denise Bobovnyik, MD 




LTHOUGH THERE HAS BEEN LITTLE COV¬ 
ERAGE IN THE PRESS, THE OSMA HAS BEEN 
INSTRUMENTAL IN ENACTING A NEW 
law that changes some of the practices of Ohio Health In¬ 
suring Corporations (HICs, which includes HMOs) and cre¬ 
ates new rights for physicians and patients. The 
Physician Health Plan Partnership Act went 
into effect October 1, 1998. 

Some of the major provisions affecting phy¬ 
sicians eliminate gag clauses, prohibit provider 
termination from plans without an opportunity 
to come into compliance; and require plans to 
act on physician applications within 120 days. 
Participating physicians must be given complete 
information regarding requirements, regulations 
and reimbursement. There will no longer be ret¬ 
roactive denials for claims with prior authoriza¬ 
tion. Nonformulary drugs may in certain circum¬ 
stances be obtained at formulary costs. Patients 
will be allowed to use the “prudent layperson” 
standard for emergencies. 

Patients, too, benefit from this legislation. 
Chronically ill patients can receive a standing 
referral to a specialist in accordance with cer¬ 
tain procedures. An independent review process 
to determine coverage of experimental treat¬ 
ments in patients with a terminal condition must 
be established. Utilization and review determi¬ 
nations must be made and patients notified 
within a specified time frame. 

Unfortunately, this law covers only state- 
regulated health plans and not those of self- 
funded companies protected under ERISA laws. 


4 


Bulletin 


Fall 1998 








Health Insurance 
Headaches? 


i 


Medical Savings Accounts now available! Call for details. 


Take 
two 
aspirin 
and call 


You have enough headaches as a provider of 
healthcare. Count on the OSMA Insurance Agency 
to relieve your headaches as a consumer of health¬ 
care. In fact, we have just what the doctor ordered. 

OSMA-sponsored group health insurance from 
Medical Mutual of Ohio' offers you choices. Plus, 
low stable rates you can count on, high benefit 
levels, superior service and quick claims turn 
around. Vision and dental plans are available too. 
Whatever plan you choose, you'll save on health 
insurance for yourself, your family, and your staff. 


OSMA 
in the 
morning 


OSMA...your prescription for health insurance 
savings! 

To find out how you can qualify for these savings, 
call the OSMA Insurance Agency today. 

1 - 800 - 860-4525 



OSMA Insurance Agency 
3401 Mill Run Drive 
Hilliard, Ohio 43026 



Medical Mutual Of Ohio™ 

Your healthcare partner since 1934 
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From the Desk of the Editor 


What Happened to My Country? 



HILE GROWING UP ON THE WEST SIDE 
OF YOUNGSTOWN SOME 20 YEARS 


AGO, I LEARNED AT A VERY EARLY 


age that each individual is responsible for his or her own 
actions. If you were out of line, you paid the price. If your 
parents didn’t catch you in the act, the neigh- 
bors or relatives did! 

The penalty usually involved being 
grounded for a week or two or getting a few swats 
from your father’s or mother’s hand. (My par¬ 
ents didn’t call in psychologists to rationalize my 
behavior.) Everyone around me grew up with 
this basic value system: keep your nose clean; 
work hard; set goals.. .and your opportunities will 
be limitless. 

Well, I followed these Westside command¬ 
ments for the next decade or so and when I fi¬ 
nally pulled my head out of the quagmire that 
we call modern medicine, I realized that the 
game had changed. We now live in a society of 
opportunistic victims. Everyone is a victim of 
some sort, deserving of some type of compensa¬ 
tion from society: 

“I smoke and I got lung cancer...it’s the to¬ 
bacco company’s fault.” 

“I just shot somebody, but it’s the gun maker’s 
fault so I’m suing.” 

"This airbag broke my thumb in my head-on 
collision, GM owes me.” 


Ronald M. Yarab, Jr., MD 



“I'm an unwed teenage mom and somebody 

needs to support me. ” 

What has happened to this great country of 
ours?! 

Every decision has a consequence that is of 
our own making -1 call it the ‘algorithm of life.’ 
Once you make that yes/no answer, you can’t 
change the outcome. Self reliance and inde¬ 
pendent thinking used to be true American vir¬ 
tues. But now, it seems that nobody is willing 
to make a decision and take responsibility for it. 

This inability to accept responsibility is 
evident even in the upper levels of our own gov¬ 
ernment. Why just look at our President and 
the recent blunders he has made. His lack of 
responsibility and credibility borders on com¬ 
edy. My favorite is “I have never ever had sex 
with that woman.” If he had come clean, said 
that he made a mistake, and took full responsi¬ 
bility for his actions, do you think there would 
even be an impeachment inquiry? 

Another one that I have to mention is “It 
depends what your definition of is is.” I could 
just see my father asking me, “Is that your muddy 
footprint on the carpet?” and (being the clever 
liberal that I am) my questioning his definition 
of is ... I would have been grounded for life with¬ 
out parole! 

Even in our local government, nobody ac¬ 
cepts responsibility for the dismal state that our 
economy is in, including the eyesore that once 
was Market Street. They just point fingers at 
each other and work on securing their next elec¬ 
tion. I am growing tired of this charade of 
American politics! 

We all had heroes growing up. I was a his¬ 
tory nut, so mine were (and are) people like 
Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and 
Alexander Hamilton. (Today’s kids don’t even 
know who these people were, which is another 
issue altogether!) These men gave every fiber 
of their being to build this country and make it 
a better place for us all. They didn’t care about 
the latest poll numbers or what the spin doctors 
were saying. They acted with foresight and in¬ 
stinct to better the republic. 

In the future, our country is going to have 
to make some tough decisions on issues such as 

continued on page 9 
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3n Mcmoriam 


SAMUEL D. GOLDBERG, MD 


February 12, 1911 
October 14, 1998 


RADIOLOGY CONSULTANTS INC. 


SOUTHWOODS X-RAY AND IMAGING 

250 DeBartolo Place, #2560 
Youngstown, Ohio 44512 

Phone: (330) 726-2595 
Fax: (330) 726-2349 


POLAND X-RAY AND IMAGING 

3300 Stones Throw Avenue 
Poland, Ohio 44514 

Phone: (330) 757-2554 
Fax: (330) 757-1433 


DIAGNOSTIC X-RAY • BONE DENSITY TESTING 
CAT SCAN • ULTRASOUND • MAMMOGRAPHY 
ACCREDITED BY ACR & MEDICARE 

All Board Certified Radiologists and ARRT Registered Technologists 

J.J. Lee, M.D. • W.L. Crawford, M.D. • M. Soleimanpour, M.D. • W.P. Burick, M.D. 
A. Azarvan, M.D. • D.L. Laufman, M.D. • J. Jacques, M.D. 

S. Aubel, M.D. • R.G. Barr, M.D., Ph.D. • R. Krishnan, M.D. 
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Orthotic & Prosthetic Labs, Ltd. 


LOCATIONS: 

Alliance 

1371 W. State St., Ste. 
Ph: 330/829-5941 

Boardman 

930 Trailwood Dr. 

Ph: 330/758-1143 
Fax: 330/758-2361 

Canfield 

6470 Tippecanoe Rd. 

Ph: 330/758-8548 

Hermitage 

900 N. Hermitage Rd. 

Ph: 724/981-5775 

Salem 

1834 S. Lincoln Ave. 
Ph: 330/332-0050 

Warren 

8028 E. Market St. 

Ph: 330/856-6990 



The area's most complete Orthotic, Prosthetic, 
Mastectomy, and Pedorthic facility, (orthopedic 
bracing, artificial limbs, breast prostheses, arch 
supports and custom shoes). Services are provided 
to patients by referral only from licensed physicians. 

All patients are seen by full-time Certified 
Practitioners offering the latest concepts and 
technology in their respective fields. ABi is 
accredited by the American Board of Certification 
and is also a member of the American Orthotic and 
Prosthetic Association. 


PROFESSIONAL STAFF: 

ORTHOTICS 

William W. DeToro, CO 
Joseph W. Whiteside, CO 
Anthony L. DiBenedetto, CPO 
James D. Mancini, CO 
Cynthia A. Wertz, CO 
Sandra M. Bukovinsky 
Ralph A. DeToro, Jr. 
William A. DeToro 
Sean N. Kratzer 

PROSTHETICS 

Kevin E. Hawkins, CP 
Richard A. Riffle, CP 
Anthony L. DiBenedetto, CPO 
James M. DeCapita 
Glenn B. Lyda 

PEDORTHICS 

Aaron J. Kent, CPed 
Mark E. Delisio, CPed 

MASTECTOMY 

Carol B. Carr 
Bobbie Jo Hosa 


CONFUSED WITH MEDICARE RBRVS? 

CALL PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 


MEDICAL BILLING SERVICE 

• Computerized Billing & Account Reporting 

• Processing of Patient Bills & Inquiries 

• Electric Claims Submissions 

• Office Practice Management 

• Medical Collection Dept. 

— Over 20 Years Experience In Medical Billing — 

BILLING • FREE CONSULTATION TO INDIVIDUAL & GROUP PRACTICES 


Professional Management Associates, Inc. 



726-1031 

THE FINANCIAL CENTER 


1280 Boardman-Canfield Rd., Youngstown, OH 44512 
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Professional 

Decisions. 


It is an important decision 
as to who will administer 
your insurance needs. Let 
Stillson and Donahay make 
that decision easier for you 
to make. 

We are professionals, locally 
owned and operated with over 
60 years in the Mahoning Valley; 
endorsed by the Mahoning County 
Medical Society for over 
40 years. 


Call us... It could be the most 
important professional decision you make. 




W& 


Life, Disability and other Health Insurance 

Stillson 

^Donahay 

AGENCY, INC. 

John Fouse • Lloyd Peck 


Bank One Building • 30 North Main Street 
Poland, OH 44514 • Phone: (330) 757-3726 
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Alliance News 


MCMSA Schedules Fundraisers for 1999 


P HE MAHONING COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY 
ALLIANCE SENDS ITS BEST WISHES TO THE 
MEMBERS OF MCMS AND ASSURES THEM OF 
ITS continued support in promoting physicians and their 
families in our area. 

Please help us help you by encouraging your 
spouses to become members and contribute in 
whatever way possible to our organization. With 
our outreach projects and fundraisers, we take 
the time that you may not have to help shed a 
positive light on our medical community. 

On October 29, we began our year with a 
New Members’ Luncheon/Fashion Show gra¬ 
ciously hosted in the home of Dr. & Mrs. Ralph 


Walton. Some of our upcoming events include 
a joint meeting with the Alliances of Trumbull 
and Columbiana counties in the form of a hair/ 
fashion show on February 18,1999. This event 
will help raise funds to finance some of our en¬ 
deavors. In March we look forward to our an¬ 
nual International Dinner, and in April we will 
hold our main fundraiser, a “Riches to Rags” 
Garage Sale. 

If you are new in town or have just joined 
the Society, please have your spouse contact us 
to become acquainted. 


A A 
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Pictured (left to right): Susan Yarab, vice president/treasurer; Donna H ayat; Annette El Hayek, president; 
Marcelle Svenson; Joyce Bernstine; Kathy Dwinnells, president-elect; and Qloria Detesco, recording secretary. 
Seated (left to right): Dolly Handel, corresponding secretary; and Mary Walton. 
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Behind You When You Have 




A fter all, fighting legal battles 
il isn't your business, it's ours. 

When it comes to professional 
liability, Kentucky Medical Insur¬ 
ance Company (KMIC) will be your 
shield, defending you against 
non-meritorious claims and 
protecting your reputation. Our 
experienced claims staff will forge 
ahead in your defense. And we'll 
keep fighting until you give the 
consent to settle a claim. 

KMIC is highly rated by A.M. 
Best and Standard & Poor's. This 
means you can be confident we 


have the financial strength to 
keep you safe, even in the heat 
of battle. 

We're also guarding your future 
by providing: excellent hands-on 
service, fair pricing, claim-free 
credits, and nationally recognized 
risk management programs that 
will help minimize the threat of 
future claims and also can qualify 
you for premium discounts, 

So, you keep doing what you 
do best, and we'll keep doing what 
we do best — shielding our policy¬ 
holders from financial risk. 


• Rated "A-" (Excellent) by 
A.M. Best 

• Rated "A+" by 
Standard & Poor's 

• Nearly 20 years of Experience 

• Unconditional Consent to 
Settle Claims 

• Flexible Coverage 

• Claim-Free Credits 

• Prior Acts Coverage Available 

• Free Retirement Tail Available 


KENTUCKY 

MEDICAL 

INSURANCE 

COMPANY 


if 


Louisville, Kentucky 1-800-467-1858 • Columbus, Ohio 1-800-624-9882 








MCMS New Members 



John P. Aey, MD 

Ophthalmology/Glaucoma, Eye Care Associates, Inc. 

10 Dutton Drive; Ph. 746-7691 
Med. Ed: Ohio State Univ. College of Medicine, 
Columbus, OH 

Int: Riverside Methodist Hospital, Columbus, OH 

Redcy: Indiana Univ. Medical Center, Indianapolis, In 
Fellow: Univ. of Oklahoma (Dean McGee Inst), 
Oklahoma City, OK 

Sponsored By: Sergul Erzurum, MD; H.S. Wang, MD; 
Keith Wilson, MD 



Scott M. Agnew, MD 
Family Practice 

6715 Tippecanoe Rd.,#E-101; Ph. 533-7300 
Med. Ed: Wright State U. School of Medicine, Dayton, OH 
Int: St. Elizabeth Medical Center, Dayton, OH 

Redcy: St. Elizabeth Medical Center, Dayton, OH 

Sponsored By: Denise L. Bobovnyik, MD; Chris A. 

Knight, MD; Ronald M. Yarob, MD 



David A. Belvedere, MD 

Cardiovascular Disease, Advanced Cardiology 

905 Sahara Trail; Ph. 726-0100 

Med. Ed: Univ. of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA 

Int: Mercy Hospital, Pittsburgh, PA 

Redcy: Mercy Hospital, Pittsburgh, PA 

Fellow: Wilford Hall, USAF, San Antonio, TX 

Sponsored By: George J. Aromatorio, MD; Michael W. 

Burley, MD; John R. Hurt, MD 


David R. Brine, MD 

Diagnostic Radiology, Youngstown Assoc, in Radiology 

7250 West Blvd.; Ph. 758-8353 

Med. Ed: Medical College of Ohio, Toledo, OH 

Int: Ravenswood Hospital Medical Ctr., Chicago, IL 

Redcy: Canton Integrated Radiology, Canton, OH 

Fellow: Wayne State Univ., Detroit, Ml 

Sponsored By: Abdul Hafiz, MD; Jon A. 

Molisky, DO; Vikram A. Raval, MD 



Constantine G. Economus, MD 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, Progressive Women's Care 
6505 Market Street; Ph. 629-8466 
Med. Ed: Ohio State Univ. College of Medicine, Columbus, OH 
Redcy: St. Elizabeth Health Center, Youngstown, OH 
Sponsored By: Chris A. Knight, MD; Chander M. Kohli, MD; 
Ronald M. Yarab, MD 


Joseph A. Graziano, MD 

Cardiovascular Diseases, Heart Center of N.E. Ohio 
250 DeBartolo Place, #2750; Ph. 758-7703 
Med. Ed: Ohio State U. College of Medicine, Columbus, OH 
Redcy: Cleveland Clinic Foundation, Cleveland, OH 
Fellow: Cleveland Clinic Foundation, Cleveland, OH 
Sponsored By: Steven L Balias, MD; Michael L. 

Scavina, MD; Arthur V. Whittaker, MD 
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The Physician Dilemma 


You want to do what you do best — practice medicine. 
You want to maintain control of your practice (and 
your investment in it). 

Can you do both? 


Absolutely! And GSA can help. Owned and operated exclu¬ 
sively by senior practice management executives, GSA helps 
medical groups and IPA’s significantly enhance operations 
and financial returns. And unlike recently developed MSO’s, 
we have a 20—year track record of accomplishment and 
success with physician practices. 

GSA is a practice management organization that can: 

• Relieve you of much of the day-to-day administrative 
burdens so you can concentrate on practicing medicine. 

• Improve the financial return from your practice. 

• Ensure that your billing and coding is in compliance with 
Medicare and other payor regulations. 

• Bring you into a network of providers and services to 
improve your cost structure. 

• Assist you in expanding your patient base. 

• Help you to establish or re-establish your practice. 

We concentrate on the business of medicine so that you can 
focus on the practice of medicine. 

For more information on how we can help you, call us today. 


Geoffrey Stillson Associates 

1722 Murray Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217 
(412) 421-0846 


MANAGEMENT SERVICES 

■ Direct Management of 
Physicians’ Practices and 
Networks 

■ Operations Improvement 

■ Practice Staffing and Human 
Resources 

MEDICAL BILLING 
SERVICES 

* All specialties 

j FINANCIAL SERVICES 
Payor Reimbursement Analysis 
Cost Accounting Services 
Fee Schedule Analysis 
Capitation management 
QIPS enhancement 

STRATEGIC PLANNING/ 
ORGANIZATION 

Planning and Organizing 
Provider Networks and 
Mergers 

Market Positioning 
Strategic Alliances 

MANAGED CARE 
CONSULTING 

i Managed Care Contract 
Analysis and Negotiations 
i Managed Care Readiness 
Assessments 

QUALITY ASSURANCE 
CONSULTING 

■ Quality Assurance 

■ Medical Management and 
Utilization Review 

■ Patient Relations and 
Satisfaction Surveys 

CODING COMPLIANCE 

■ Documentation and Coding 
Reviews 

■ Physician Training Seminars 
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physician's Advisory 

Do Say It Correctly 


ANY OF YOU ARE PROBABLY OLD 
' / ENOUGH TO RECALL WATCHING THE 

V it OLD CHILDREN’S TELEVISION SHOW, 
“Romper Room.” Remember the “Do Bee/Don’t Bee” seg¬ 
ment where the “Do Bee” was, for example, kind to others 
while the “Don’t Bee” wasn’t? Running your 
practice is not kid stuff, but you can learn a thing 
or two from that show’s concept specifically as 
it relates to telephone use. 


Whoever handles your practice’s phone has great 
control over how patients and other callers view 
your practice. The words they choose may con¬ 
vey either a favorable or a poor image of the 
physician, indeed of the entire office staff. So 
have your manager review with everyone who 
answers your phones - not just your primary 
phone people - this list of “Don’t Say/Do Say” 
phrases: 



DON’T SAY: 

DO SAY: 

When would you like 
to come in? 

Do you prefer mornings or afternoons? 

He’s all booked up. He 
can’t see vou until ? 

Doctor (name) is scheduled at that time, 
hut can see vou at ? 

Pm sorry, I can’t fit 
you in today. 

It’s a shame you were unable to call 
earlier, Dr. (name) can see you tomorrow. 

Doctor is running late. 

Dr. (name) has an interrupted schedule. 

Remind. 

Confirm. Verify. 

Cancellation. 

Change in schedule. 

Recall. 

Follow up visit or prevention program. 

Check-up. 

Examination. 

Old Patient. 

Former patient, continuing or 
established patient. 

Convention. 

Seminar. Conference. 

You misunderstood. 

There was a misunderstanding. 

Are you a patient here? 

When did we last see you? 

Are you on Welfare 
(Medicaid)? 

What type of health insurance coverage 
do you have? 

What’s your problem? 

Can you tell me what the problem is so 
we can schedule you properly? 

What do you want? 

How may I help you? 

All new patients pay 
cash. 

We would appreciate your payment (or 
co-pay, etc.) at the time of your visit. 

I know. 

I understand. 


Editorial Note: We acknowledge the cooperation of Leif Beck, who has granted reprint rights for topics which have appeared in his 
regular monthly publication, The Physician's Advisory. His organization, The Health Care Group, with offices in Plymouth Meet¬ 
ing, PA, is a group of leading national consultants and attorneys specializing in medical practice organization and management. 
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From the Bulletin 

It Was Yesterday 


I T’S AMAZING WHAT YOU CAN LEARN FROM 
READING THE BULLETIN OF THE MAHONING 
COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. THIS PUBLICA- 
tion has not always existed in its present form, though. Ini¬ 
tially, members received announcements by way of the 
penny post card! 

In the early ‘20s Dr. John Paul Harvey be¬ 
gan writing the Society news and events in a 
newsletter the size of a legal-size sheet of paper. 
(This idea was suggested by then president Dr. 
Arthur W. Thomas, grandfather of Dr. J.J. 
Anderson.) Newsworthy items included an¬ 
nouncements of upcoming meetings and events, 
as well as the activities of individual doctors. 

In a later brainstorm, Dr. Thomas called 
Dr. James L. Fisher saying, “Jimmy, the Soci¬ 
ety is going to have a Bulletin and you’re going 
to run it!” Dr. Fisher folded a sheet of paper in 
half and wrote on the front “Bulletin of the 
Mahoning County Medical Society” - and thus 
the Bulletin was bom. The size of the publica¬ 
tion remained unchanged until 1990 when its 
dimensions were increased slightly to 10.5” x 
7.5”. In 1994 the size was increased once more 
to the current 8.25” x 11.25”. 

Dr. J.L. Fisher served as editor for two years, 
and as a regular contributor for approximately 
45 years. His son Robert Fisher then took over, 
writing for approximately 20 years. Between 


John C. Melnick, MD 



father and son, this family provided prolific con¬ 
tributions to the Bulletin for 2/3 of a century.. .an 
amazing accomplishment! 

While the format and contents have var¬ 
ied over the years, the Bulletin contains the his¬ 
tory of the MCMS, including the recording of 
officers and delegates to State and National 
meetings; committee chairmen; and reports from 
doctors who attend numerous medical meetings 
and seminars throughout the U.S. and around 
the world. 

The Bulletin recorded many giants of medi¬ 
cine who appeared at the 6th District Councilor 
meetings, including timely subject matter and 
speeches to the Society. Numerous physicians 
have written for the Bulletin over the years, and 
their list of articles would easily fill a book. 

Drs. Hugh Bennett and L. O. Gregg wrote 
well over 50 bibliographies in just a few years. 
Dr. J. L. Fisher probably wrote the most articles, 
including many written under pseudonyms. He 
frequently wrote several articles per Bulletin. In 
the ‘30s and ‘40s it was not uncommon for the 
president and editor to write 4- and 5-page ar¬ 
ticles in a single issue of the Bulletin. 

I am attempting to compile a comprehen¬ 
sive book with pictures and bibliographies of as 
many doctors as possible since 1801. I have al¬ 
ready assembled material on well over 150 doc¬ 
tors, and hope to have between 400 and 600 
compiled soon. 

Children, grandchildren, and great-grand¬ 
children will be able to see and read about their 
ancestors. Patients will be able to “learn” about 
their doctors. 

Dr. Robert Fisher has ridden into the sun¬ 
set after 20 years of dedicated writing for the 
Bulletin. He wrote about many, many doctors 
and their activities and accomplishments. It 
took a lot of dedication to do so much so well 
for so long. Enjoy your richly-deserved retire¬ 
ment, my fellow colleague! 
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125 Years: Moments in Medicine 


r WENTY'FIVE YEARS AGO WHEN I WAS 
EDITOR OF THE BULLETIN, I WROTE 
ABOUT “FIRSTS” BY DOCTORS, NURSES, 
and hospitals. A number of these “Firsts” were published in 
my book “A History of Medicine in Youngstown and 
Mahoning Valley, Ohio” in 1972. 

As I received many favorable comments and 
contributions, I shall continue this “column”. 
Your contributions are welcome: 

• First dermatologist - Dr. Claude Norris (part 
Cherokee Indian) 

• First takeover of school as an emergency 
hospital. - 1918 South High School (dun 
ing a flu epidemic) 

• First EENT specialist - Dr. Robert D. 
Gibson, who personally sharpened his knife 
before cataract surgery. 


First Post-graduate day - 1928 
First Specialist in Surgery - Dr. G.S. Peck 
First Siberian POW - Dr. Eugene E. Elder 
(served in Austro-Hungarian Army in 

WWI in 1914) 

First Machine Gun Inventor - Dr. Richard 
Gatling - 1872 

First Honorary Science Degree from 
NEOUCOM - Dr. Leonard P. Caccamo 
First abdomino-perineal rectal resection - 
Dr. DeanNesbit, 1935 
First subcutaneous bilateral mastectomy 
with implants - Dr. George Dietz, 1965 

John C. Melnick, MD 


Hospital News 


St. E’s Receives Trauma Center Reverification 


S T. ELIZABETH HEALTH CENTER RECENTLY 
RECEIVED REVERIFICATION AS A LEVEL I 
TRAUMA CENTER BY THE AMERICAN 
College of Surgeons. This reverification comes as the re¬ 
sult of a recent site review which was conducted to verify 
that facility’s capabilities. The site review was 
coordinated by St. Elizabeth’s trauma services 
department, under the leadership of Dr. Ted 
McAuley, director of trauma/critical care ser¬ 
vices. 

A Level I Trauma Center is defined as a 
comprehensive regional resource that is a ter¬ 
tiary care facility central to the trauma system. 
It is capable of providing total care for every as¬ 
pect of injury, from prevention through reha¬ 
bilitation. 


Key elements of a Level I Trauma Center 
include 24-hour in-house coverage by general 
surgeons, and prompt availability of care in spe¬ 
cialties such as orthopedic surgery, neurosurgery, 
anesthesiology, emergency medicine, radiology, 
and critical care. 

Fewer than three percent of hospitals na¬ 
tionwide provide this level of care for critically 
injured patients, and St. Elizabeth’s is the only 
hospital between Cleveland and Pittsburgh with 
a Level I Trauma Center. St. Elizabeth’s was first 
verified as a Level I Trauma Center in 1995, and 
this reverification is good for three years. 
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On The Cover 


Kwannon Meditating on Human Life 


Oil on canvas, 36” x 34” (91.44 x 86.36 cm.) 

By John La Farge (1835-1910) 

P erhaps the most versatile American 

ARTIST OF HIS TIME, JOHN LA FARGE PRO¬ 
DUCED INNOVATIVE FLOWER AND 
landscape paintings which anticipated the work of the French 


Impressionists, 


created the first major American 
mural programs, assembled stunning stained 
glass windows, and executed remarkable water- 
colors of Japan and the South Seas. 

In the late 1850s and early 1860s La Farge 
became a pioneer in collecting Japanese art and 
incorporating Japanese effects into his work. He 
may have purchased his first Japanese prints in 
Paris in 1856, and this interest was probably 
encouraged by his marriage in 1860 to Margaret 
Perry, niece of the Commodore who had opened 
Japan to the West. By the early 1860s, La Farge 
was not only collecting Japanese prints, but was 
also making use of Japanese compositional ideas 
in his paintings to create effects which looked 
strange, empty, and unbalanced by Western stan¬ 
dards. In 1869, La Farge published an essay on 
Japanese art, the first ever written by a Western 
artist, in which he particularly noted the asym¬ 
metrical compositions, high horizons, and clear, 
heightened color of Japanese prints. 

The radical qualities of La Farge’s art in the 
1860s were tempered during the following de¬ 
cades. Beginning with Trinity Church in Bos¬ 
ton, the first major decorative project in this 
country executed by a painter, he became in¬ 
creasingly involved in large-scale decorative and 
mural projects, both for churches and the resi¬ 
dences of America’s emerging class of million¬ 
aires. In the 1870s and early 1880s, he began to 
style his own work on that of the European old 
masters. 

In 1886, La Farge embarked for Japan with 
his friend Henry Adams, whose wife had just 
committed suicide. Seeking escape in travel, 
he asked La Farge to join him. No doubt, par¬ 
tially due to his personal unhappiness, Adams 
was highly critical of what he saw in Japan. 
Nonetheless, he seems to have been deeply 
moved by the Japanese statues of Kwannon, the 
embodiment of the wisdom of compassion. Af¬ 
ter retuning to the United States, Adams com¬ 
missioned the sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens 
to create a similar figure for his wife’s grave in 


Rock Creek Cemetery, Washington, D.C., del¬ 
egating to La Farge the task of supervising the 
sculptor, and of explaining to him the Japanese 
concept of Kwannon. LaFarge’s painting of 
Kwannon can be seen as an offshoot of this 
statue, now often titled “the Adams Memorial,” 
as well as a reaction to the paintings of Kwannon 
that he viewed when he was in Japan. 

His attitude towards Japanese art at this late 
stage of his career, however, had changed greatly 
since the 1860s. In the 1860s he was looking 
for new approaches and new viewpoints; in his 
later life he was interested in reaffirming the les¬ 
sons of the European old masters. Ernest 
Fenollosa later described taking La Farge to the 
Daitokuji Temple in Kyoto to see the famous 
painting by Mokkei, which showed Kwannon 
seated in a rocky cave, with water washing at 
her feet. “The old priest was delighted to have 
it specially brought out for such a sage,” 
Fenollosa recalled. “Mr. La Farge, devout Catho¬ 
lic as he is, could hardly restrain a bending of 
his head as he muttered, ‘Raphael’.” Given this 
bias towards a synthesis of Oriental and West¬ 
ern ideas, it is not surprising that La Farge’s 
Kwannon has a rather Western appearance, 
merging the Japanese deity with the Madonna 
of Roman Catholicism. 

According to La Farge’s studio assistant, 
Ivan Olinsky, the painting was based on an ear¬ 
lier drawing. “One day,” Olinsky recalled, “while 
rummaging amongst a lot of old truck I came 
upon a drawing which to my young mind seemed 
unusually beautiful. I called La Farge’s atten¬ 
tion to it and perhaps it was due to my youthful 
enthusiasm that the Butler Kwannon was 
painted.” Work on the painting seems to have 
proceeded over a long period, starting sometime 
after La Farge’s return from Japan. The French 
novelist, Paul Bourget, mentioned it in his book, 
Outre Mer (1895), in which he described visit¬ 
ing La Farge’s studio. According to an old in¬ 
scription on the painting, now largely obliter¬ 
ated, but visible in an old photograph, it was 
completed in 1908, two years before the artist’s 
death. 

Henry Adams 

Excerpted from “Master Paintings from The 
Butler Institute of American Art,” published by 
Larry N. Abrams, 1994 
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To consult with someone truly 


concerned with your 


Key Privati 


financial health, come 


to Key. Your Key Private Banker 


heads a team of professionals, 


who can help you achieve your 


financial goals with surgical 


precision. Call Patty Brozik 


at (330) 740-7958. We think 


you’ll be very pleased with 


financial needs 
like the dorsum of 
our metacarpus. 


Key. For a new America. 5 
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For Your Patient Needs : 

Skilled Nursing 
I.V. Therapy 
Psychiatric Nursing 
Rehabilitative Therapy 
Home Health Aide 


Accreditation 
With Commendation 



Joint Commission 

on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations 


Visiting Ni/rse| * 

£ y association 1L 

I Way Agency 518 E. INDIANOLA • YOUNGSTOWN 782-5606 


<oc> 

itfp 1 



y CONVA-MED PHARMACY ^ 


Area's Only 

24 Hour 

Drive-Thru Prescription Service 

3307 Canfield Road • Youngstown, OH 44511 

(330) 797-1515 

OTHER DRIVE-THRU LOCATIONS OPENED 9:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M. 

7136 Brookwood Drive 3695 Boardman-Canfield Road 4300 Belmont Avenue 
Brookfield, OH 44403 Canfield, OH 44406 Youngstown, OH 44505 

(330) 448-4100 (330) 533-7258 (330) 759-3200 
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Hospital News 


Diabetes HELP Earns ADA Recognition 


HE PRESTIGIOUS AMERICAN DIABETES 
ASSOCIATION AWARD OF EDUCATION 
RECOGNITION FOR A QUALITY DIABETES 
patient education program was recently awarded to Forum 
Health, Northside Medical Center’s Diabetes HELP adult out¬ 
patient program. , 

The ADA Education Recognition effort is 
a voluntary process which assures that approved 
education programs have met the National Stan¬ 
dards for Diabetes Self-Management Education 
Programs. The Diabetes HELP (Health Educa¬ 
tion and Lifestyle Program) is one of only 18 such 
programs in the state and the only one within 
the tri-county area to have earned this recogni¬ 
tion. 

Established in 1988, Diabetes HELP is a 
four-part education series for adult patients with 
diabetes and their families. The program requires 


a physician referral and provides patients infor¬ 
mation on key components necessary to effec¬ 
tive disease management. Patients and their 
families learn about diabetes, the nature of the 
disease and associated complications; the types 
of medications used for control and the various 
methods used for administering medications; 
how to test and monitor their blood glucose lev¬ 
els; and the importance of diet and exercise. In 
addition to the series, the staff also offers one- 
to-one sessions. 

The Diabetes HELP program instructors are 
all certified diabetic educators. The medical 
advisor for the program is endocrinologist Paul 
D. Bunn, MD, chairman of the Department of 
Internal Medicine. 


YOUNGSTOWN ASSOCIATES IN RADIOLOGY 

GENESIS BREAST CENTER 
HITCHCOCK CAT SCAN 

Diagnostic X-Ray • Mammography 
Nuclear medicine • Ultrasound 
CAT Scan • Bone Densitometry 

Two locations to serve you: 


HITCHCOCK X-RAY 

7250 West Blvd. 
Boardman, Ohio 44512 
758-0851 


CRESTWOOD X-RAY 

25 N. Canfield-Niles Rd. 
Austintown, Ohio 44515 
793-5547 


Ernesto Angtuaco, M.D. • Terry Cohen, M.D. 

Abdul Hafiz, M.D. 

B.N. Krishna-Setty, M.D. • Michael Mader, M.D. 

Vikram Raval, M.D. • Sam Stuhlmiller, M.D. • Sanford Weiss, M.D. 

Accredited for mammography by the American College of Radiology and certified by the FDA 
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Classified 




OFFICE SPACE 

Broadway Medical Center, 
located at the corner 
of Belmont and Broadway near 

St. Elizabeth Health Center. 

800 - 2,200 sq. ft. available. 
Competitive price. Variable lease length. 

793-8123 or 792-0084 

PHYSICIAN WANTED 

For full or part time position in a 
multispecialty office. Trumbull County. 
Focus physical medicine 
and pain management. 

Turn Key Opportunity. 

Send C.V. to I.M.M. Inc. 

2103 Niles-Cortland Rd. SE. 

Warren, Ohio 44484 
or Call 330-544-3737. 

MEDICALLY CORRECT 
TRANSCRIPTION SERVICES 

In business since 1985. 

Experience in all fields of medicine. 
24-48 return time. 

Electronic transmission. 

Word Perfect 5.1, Word Perfect 6.0, Word 
Provide courier service for pick up 
and delivery. 

Call: Peggy Krancevich at 
(330) 788-5544 

H 

DeBald . M 

Company, Inc. 

OFFICE SUPPLIES 

1300 Wick Avenue 7 AG (\GCk7 

P.O. Box 6085 ' HD-U057 f 

Youngstown, Ohio 44501 FAX No. 746-4114 

Delinquent Account Collection 

MILLSTONE & KANNENSOHN 

Attorneys-at-Law 

OVER 30 YEARS' EXPERIENCE IN FUEL SERVICE MEDICAL COLLECTIONS 

3660 Stutz Drive • Canfield, Ohio 44406 • (330) 702-2100 


Advertising list 


Classifieds.22 

Conva-Med .20 

DeBald. 22 

The Financial Center.8 

Geoffrey Stillson Associates. 14 

Insurance Buyers Service.2 

Kentucky Medical.12 

Key Bank . 19 


Medical Dental. 

Millstone & Kannensohn . 

Option Care . 

OSMA. 

Radiology Consultants Inc. 

Stillson & Donahay. 

Visiting Nurse. 

Youngstown Associates in Radiology 


24 
22 
23 
..5 
.. 7 
10 
20 
21 
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optioncare 

Infusion Services 

• QUALITY • SERVICE • EXPERIENCE 

The Name You Know, 
The People You Trust. 


• Total Parenteral Therapy • Dobutamine Therapy 

• Total Enteral Therapy • Hydration Therapy 


• Pain Management • Immunoglobulin Therapy 

• Antibiotic Therapy • HIV/AIDS Therapy 

• Chemotherapy • PICC Line Insertion 

JCAHO ACCREDITED 
WITH COMMENDATION 


AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY 


We Accept New Patients on Weekends and Holidays 

397 Churchill-Hubbard Rd., Youngstown, OH 44505_ 

IB 


330-759-1332 • 8 


733-3762 • FAX 330-759-1104 
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Mahoning County Medical Society 

7355 California Avenue, Suite 3, Boardman, Ohio 44512-5602 
Change Service Requested 


The Medical-Dental Bureau provides the Physician 
and Dental community with much needed office 
services. Since we understand your needs, we provide 
the best dollar value in the tri-county area. 

Services provided: 

Telephone Answering 

• Targeted to the needs of the Medical community. 

• Numerous line services available for your particular 
needs. 

Collections: 

• Collect past due accounts. 

• Individualize attention to each account so as to 
maximize dollars collected. 

• Fee based on collection. 

For complete details please telephone your 

Medical-Dental 
Bureau, Inc. 

901 Home Savings & Loan Bldg. 

275 Federal Plaza West 
Youngstown, Ohio 44503 

( 330 ) 744-4040 

Judy Bloomberg, Manager 









